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General and such regulations as the Committee on Rules
and Administration may prescribe, may consider and ascer-
tain and, with the approval of the Committee on Rules
and Administration, determine, compromise, adjust, and
settle, in accordance with the provisions of chapter 171 of
Title 28, United States Code, any claim for money damages
against the United States for injury of loss of property or
personal injury or death caused by the negligent or wrong-
ful act or omission of any Member, officer, or employee
of the Senate while acting within the scope of his office
or employment, under circumstances where the United
States, if a private person, would be liable to the claimant
in accordance with the law of the place where the act or
omission occurred. The Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration may, from time to time, delegate any or all of its
authority under this resolution to the chairman. Any com-
promise, adjustment, or settlement of any such claim not
exceeding $2,500 shall be paid from the contingent fund
of the Senate on a voucher approved by the chairman of
the Committee on Rules and Administration.

SEC. 2. The Committee on Rules and Administration is
authorized to issue such regulations as it may determine

necessary to carry out the provisions of this resolution.
[S. Res. 492, 97-2, Dec. 10, 1982.]

REIMBURSEMENT OF WITNESS EXPENSES 1

Resolved, That witnesses appearing before the Senate or
any of its committees may be authorized reimbursement
for per diem expenses incurred for each day while traveling
to and from the place of examination and for each day in
attendance. Such reimbursement shall be made on an ac-
tual expense basis which shall not exceed the daily rate
prescribed by the Committee on Rules and Administration,
unless such limitation is specifically waived by such com-
mittee. A witness may also be authorized reimbursement
of the actual and necessary transportation expenses in-

1The Legislative Branch Appropriation Act, 1961 (July 12, 1960, Public Law
86-628, 74 Stat. 449), contained the following restriction on advances of witness
fees:

“No part of any appropriation disbursed by the Secretary of the Senate shall
be available hereafter for the payment to any person, at the time of the service
upon him of a subpena requiring his attendance at any inquiry or hearing con-
ducted by any committee of the Congress or of the Senate or any subcommittee
of any such committee, of any witness fee or any sum of money as an advance
payment of any travel or subsistence expense which may be incurred by such
person in responding to that subpena.”
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curred by the witness in traveling to and from the place
of examination.

SEC. 2. (a) The provisions of this resolution shall be effec-
tive with respect to all witness expenses incurred on or
after October 1, 1987.

(b) Senate Resolution 538, agreed to December 8, 1980,
is repealed effective on October 1, 1987.

[S. Res. 259, 100-1, Aug. 5, 1987.]

RELATIVE TO CONTRIBUTIONS FOR COSTS OF CIVIL, CRIMI-

NAL, OR OTHER LEGAL INVESTIGATIONS OF MEMBERS, OF-
FICERS, OR EMPLOYEES OF THE SENATE

Resolved, That nothing in the provisions of the Standing
Rules of the Senate shall be construed to limit contribu-
tions to defray investigative, civil, criminal, or other legal
expenses of Members, officers, or employees of the Senate
relating to their service in the United States Senate, sub-
ject to limitations, regulations, procedures, and reporting
requirements which shall be promulgated by the Select
Committee on Ethics. Nothing in the provisions of the
Standing Rules of the Senate shall be construed to limit
contributions to defray the legal expenses of the spouses
or dependents of Members, officers, or employees of the
Senate. [S. Res. 508, 96-2, Sept. 4, 1980.]

CLARIFYING RULES REGARDING ACCEPTANCE OF PRO BONO
LEGAL SERVICES BY SENATORS

Resolved, That (a) notwithstanding the provisions of the
Standing Rules of the Senate or Senate Resolution 508,
adopted by the Senate on September 4, 1980, or Senate
Resolution 321, adopted by the Senate on October 3, 1996,
pro bono legal services provided to a Member of the Senate
with respect to any civil action challenging the constitu-
tionality of a Federal statute that expressly authorizes a
Member either to file an action or to intervene in an ac-
tion—

(1) shall not be deemed a gift to the Member;

(2) shall not be deemed to be a contribution to the
office account of the Member;

(3) shall not require the establishment of a legal
expense trust fund; and

(4) shall be governed by the Select Committee on
Ethics Regulations Regarding Disclosure of Pro Bono
Legal Services, adopted February 13, 1997, or any
revision thereto.
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